
Beacon
… so you want to know more?



Where is all your U3A’s information kept?

Is it readily and widely available to use?

Are your roles easy to hand over?

Does everything comply with GDPR?

Consider these questions



What if … 

• there was one simple way to pull all 
your data together

• that was easy to learn

• that required no IT skills to operate 
it

• that was easy to pass on

• that helped you comply with GDPR?



Beacon

It provides a single, 
safe and secure 
place that is easily 
accessible to store 
everything.

- can do all of this for you.



So what is Beacon?
•A website membership management system

•For which you will need a computer and internet 
access



What else would you need?

• One person to administer the site

• With committee agreement they 
would manage the individual 
access of all users

• They could help others learn  
how to use Beacon.



The benefits of Beacon

•No IT or technical skills needed more than general 
use of a laptop or tablet

•Always available to authorised users

•Security for your records

•Simple operation

•Reduced workload

•Easy continuity 



It is an online website at www.u3abeacon.org.uk

so always available from anywhere.

http://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/


Admin has to be able to see everything



What the membership secretary can see

Beacon allows you to restrict access only to the parts users need.
This helps you comply with GDPR.



The membership list - this is the core of Beacon.
It can be searched easily by e.g. name, part name, postcode or from the alphabet list.
Clicking on a name opens up that member’s full record card.
This contains all contact details, groups they belong to and a subscriptions record.



What the groups coordinator can see

The GC can see all the groups: 
where and when they meet, the 
contact, the numbers in each and 
whether there are any spaces.
A waiting list can be created for 
each group.



What a group leader might see



Every group has its own details page



What the treasurer might see

Accounts and categories 
can be created locally by 
your U3A.



Whether you choose to use the 
finance module fully or not, 

Beacon will automatically record 
all subscriptions as they are paid.

Current account



Transactions
All transactions 
have their own 
individual record.



Finance
•It is a basic in and out record.

•Most U3As start from scratch in Beacon

•Financial and membership years are set to 
match your existing U3A years

•Create your own accounts

•Do Gift Aid declaration

•Create end of year statements

•It is easy to audit 



E-mails Standard messages can be saved. 

Mail can be used with mail merge.
Attachments can be added.

All addresses are seen here but they are sent 

singly so no-one sees anyone else's address ​.



A Useful Extra - Polls 
•YES/NO questions to pick out special groups

•E.g.

•No TAM 

•Committee members

•Group Leaders

•RUGS (Really Useful …) Groups

•Wants email newsletter

•You create them

•You can have as many as you want



Support Teams

• Journey Team – initial explanation and 
encouragement through to set-up and 
implementation

•Migration Team – working with you to 
move your data into Beacon.

•Ongoing Help Team – for continued 
help after going live.



What do we do for you?
•Give you a demonstration

•Provide a supporter

•Provide your own U3A version of Demoton (a site 
with fictional data) for you to investigate

•Software check that your data is ready for 
migration



What else do we do for you?

•Our migration team can guide you through the 
data preparation and, if necessary, convert it for 
you.

•We create your own U3A                                  
Beacon website.



And afterwards?

•Detailed paperwork to help you set up

•Your supporter will continue to be available

•Access to the Beacon                                    
Forum via the website

•Access to the migrator                                       
for any technical issues

•Ongoing Help Team



What does it cost?

•Beacon costs £1 per member per year

•This is calculated by the Trust on March 31st

•The plan is that as more U3As use Beacon the 
price should come down.



Is your data safe?

•Security is our first responsibility

•Your data is backed up professionally every day to 
two physically separate sites.

•Every U3A’s data is encrypted



Using Beacon

• If you would like more information 
on Beacon please contact us at

• info@beacon.u3a.org.uk

Thank you for the interest 
you have shown.

Good Luck!


